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Ev*n in th” atfairs of Church and State, | 
It's both the balance and the weight; = 
For what's the worth of any thing, 17 
But ſo much money as twill bring. 


What's orthodox, and true believing, 
Againſt a conſcience—a good living; 
What makes all doctrines plain and clear 
About two hundred pounds a year ; 
And that which was prov'd true before, 
Prov'd falſe again—two hundred more. 
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A 


LETTER 


THE BISHOP OF SALISBURY, 
— 09 


MY LORD, 


I Wisk to addreſs you with all the deference 
due to your exalted ſtation, the amiableneſs of 
your private life, and the deſerved eminence of 
your literary character. 


Many different accounts having gone abroad. 
in the world, and others having appeared in the 
public papers, of the ſubject of your late Charge 
to the Clergy, againſt the Diſſenters; a conſi- 
derable number of that reſpectable body of Chriſ- 
tians are alarmed, though I hope without juſt 
cauſe, It was expected, my Lord, that you 
would haye publiſhed it, in order that no wrong 
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interpretation might have been made of it; but 
this not being the caſe, you will excuſe me, I 
hope, if I make a few comments on what is 
publiſhed as the purport of it, in the Saliſbury 
Journal, which being put forth as it were under 
your eye, is likely to be the moſt eorrect. 


Tux Charge was principally directed to the 
increaſed activity of Diffenters of various deno- 
minations, and the great number of licenced 
Preachers regiſtered in the courſe of laſt year, 
(an increaſe I underſtand from ſeven to forty) and 
you urged the great expediency and neceſſity of 
exettions from the parochial Clergy, to prevent 
the deluſions, to which the lower claſſes of 
people, eſpecially in villages, are thereby expoſed. 
The dangers of innovation, and the falſe but pre- 
valent philoſophy of the times, were ſtrongly 
urged, with their direful effects in a neighbouring 
country, &c.“ 


THz Diſſenters wiſh to know, my Lord, what is 
your propoſed method of leſſening their numbers, 
and preventing the lower claſſes of the people 
from following them. Are they to be perſe- 


cuted, 


3 


cuted, or have you directed your Clergy to out- 
preach them? Do you intend to make ſhort 
work with them, as Daniel De Foe hinted at, or 
convince their underſtandings in the manner my 
Loxd Peter uſed to convince his brothers MED 
and Jack ? 


_ I povsr, my Lord, the policy of meddling 
with them at all, and am of opinion that it will 
only tend to unite them more together. To uſe 
a rough ſimile, if ſheep are feeding quietly in 
ſeparate paſtures, and a great dog barks at them, 
they will all fix their eyes on him and herd toge- 
ther the cloſer. 


Many ſerious and thinking people amongſt 
us were in hopes your Lordſhip would, inſtead 
of raiſing a diſcuſſion that has long been laid 
aſleep, rather have turned your attention towards 
the great encreaſe of Infidelity and Atheiſm; and 
with the powers of your diſcriminating mind, 
(which could detect a Lauder and a Bower) have 
pointed out the beſt mode of attacking our com- 
mon enemy. But alas, my Lord! I fear he is too 
ſtrongly entrenched within the pale of your own 
Church already, and that you are afraid to attack 

5 2 enemies 
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enemies of ſuch high blood, and therefore turn 
your artillery againſt us poor Diſſenters. 


IwIII tell you, my Lord, that the cauſe of the 
increaſe of the Diſſenters, is not ſo much their 
increaſed activity, as the decreaſed attention of 
the Clergy to their parochial duties. For it is 
well known that where Clergymen reſide and do 
their duty properly, the Diſſenters do not eafily 
find a footing. 


I wisn, my Lord, your attention had been 
rather directed to the growing indifference of 
your own Clergy to the duties of their office, and 
their unqualified purſuit of pleaſure ; for it is of 
no uſe to exclaim againſt the encreafing numbers 
of the Difſenters, while your Clergy endeavour 
to make God's work a ſinecure.“ Did you, my 
Lord, note this, and recommend the ſtudy of the 
Scriptures as their ſupreme delight and occupa- 
tion? I wiſh you had. They tell you when you 
ordain them that they are moved by the Holy 
Ghoſt to take upon them their office. But is it 
not well known to your Lordſhip that this is in 
many inſtances nothing but a ſolemn farce; and 
inſtead of anſwering you that they truſt they 
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are ſo moved, would it not be more in character 
to anſwer in the words that John's diſciples 
candidly anſwered to Paul ?= We have not fo 
much as heard whether there be any Holy Ghoſt.” 


Ir is likewiſe well known that many of them 
never preach their own ſermons, but buy of the 


Doctor whom Cowper galls the grand caterer 
and dry-nurſe of the Church.” 


Who teaches thoſe to read, whom ſchools diſmiſs'd 
And colleges untaught ; ſells accent, tone, 

And emphaſis in ſcore, and gives to pray'r, 

Th' adagio and andantẽ it demands. 

He grinds divinity of other days 

Down into modern uſe; transforms old print 

To zig-zag manuſcript, and cheats the eyes 

Of gallery critics, by a thouſand arts. 


TE ſerious Chriſtian * who is hungry for the 
bread of life“ will not be ſo ſerved. He will 
either withdraw himſelf from Church, or will 
ſeek aid againſt his infirmitics in thoſe aſſemblies 
of Chriſtians where he thinks the ſervice of the 
heart 1s offered, notwithſtanding the deficiency 


of forms and imperfettions of language and of 
grammar. 


Ds. 
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Dr. CLARKE, in his Sermon © on a virtuous 
mind being the beſt help to underſtand true 
religion,” ſays, © That there is a ſpirit and a life 
in the diſcourſe of a righteous man, proceeding 
from the ſincerity of an upright heart, which no 
Kkill nor art can imitate. There is a knowledge 
and a diſcernment ariſing from virtuous practices, 
which another man cannot learn from him that 
has it, but by going and doing likewiſe. The 
pure in heart ſee God here, as well as hereafter, 
after another manner than vicious and profane 
philoſophers argue about him.“ * 


Your Clergy, therefore, my Lord, to be 
reſpected, beloved, and followed, ſhould learn 
to reſpect themſelves more than they do, and 
hve more according to the doctrines they preach. 


Would I deſcribe a preacher, ſuch as Paul, 
Were he on earth, would hear, approve, and own, 
Paul ſhould himſelf direft me. I would trace 
His maſter*s ftrokes, and draw from his deſign ; 
I would expreſs him, ſimple, grave, fincere, 
In doctrine uncorrupt; in language plain; 
And plain in manner. Decent, ſolemn, chaſte, 
And natural in geſture. Much impreſs'd 
Himſelf, 
— 


* Vol. III. 


Himſelf, as conſcious of his aweful charge, 
And anxious mainly, that the flock he feeds 
May feel it too. Affectionate in look 

And tender in addreſs, as well becomes 


A. meſlenger of grace to guilty men. 

Behold the picture! Is it like? Like whom ? 
The things that mount the roſtrum with a ſkip, 
And then ſkip down again. Pronounce a text, 
Cry hem ; and reading what they never wrote 
Juſt fifteen minutes, huddle up their work, 
And with a well bred whiſper cloſe the ſcene ! 


Tux more they depart from the principles and 
practices of their duty, the more room they give 
theſe horrid men, the Diſſenters, to make con- 
verts. 


AND what ſignifies even a good ſermon, if the 
perſon hurries it over in ſuch a manner as hardly 
to be underſtood by the congregation, and with a 
viſible haſte to be gone, and perhaps is ſeen no 
more till that day ſe'nnight, when he comes again 
in the ſame haſte? Of what ſervice to a flock is 
ſuch a paſtor? If they ſee him by chance in the 
week, is it to receive good advice? No; he is 
either hunting or ſhooting, or ſwearing, or drink- 
ing, or equipt like a Jockey in a velvet cap, a 
huntſman's belt, or buckſkin breeches, or a 
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ſcarlet coat, or ſome dreſs quite in the kick of 
the faſhion.“ Paul's deſcription of the dreſs he 


recommends to his Clergy 1s really very different. f 


I G60 to Church ſometimes, and for my part, 
whether I hear a Clergyman or a Diſſenter, I 
ſhall always 


Venerate the man whoſe heart is warm, 

Whoſe hands are pure, whoſe doctrine and whoſe life, 
Coincident, exhibit lucid proof 

That he is honeſt in the ſacred cauſe ; 

To ſuch I render more than mere reſpect, 
Whoſe actions ſay that they reſpe& themſelves. 

But looſe in morals, and in manners vain, 

In converſation frivolous, in dreſs 

Extreme, at once rapacious and profuſe jz—— 
Conſtant at routs, familiar with a round 

Of ladyſhips, a ſtranger to the poor; 

Ambitious of preferment for its gold, 

And well prepar'd by ignorance and ſloth, 

By 


— 
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It appears by the Dorſetſhire game liſt, annually publiſhed, that 
full one-eighth of the certificates are for Clergymen. . 


+ PUT on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to reſiſt 
in the evil day, and having done all to ſtand. Stand therefore with your 
teins girded about with truth, and having on the breaſt plate of righte- 
ouſneſs, and your fect ſhod with the preparation of the Goſpel of Peace, 
(hot war either offenſive or defenſive.) 
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By infidelity, and love o th* world, 

To make God's work a ſinecure; a ſlave 

To his own pleaſures and his patron's pride 
From ſuch Apoſtles, Oh ye mitred heads, 
Preſerve the Church! and lay not careleſs hands 
On ſculls that cannot teach, and will not learn. 


I wiLL remind your Lordſhip of an hiſtorical 
fact. The Biſhop of Beauvais, after urging on 
a war, (as many of your Clergy have done) at 
length appeared at the head of an army and was 
taken priſoner by our good King Richard the 
Firſt. The Pope having heard of it, remonſtrated 
with Cœur de Lion upon the cruelty and injuſtice 
of impriſoning a Son of the Church, and declared 
that the Biſhop was out of all ſecular juriſdiction. 
Upon which the King ſent him the Bithop's coat 
of armour, accompanied with a ſentence out of 
Scripture, Look and ſee if this be thy ſon's coat 
or no? 


I Havs the honour, my Lord, to be acquainted 
with many of your Clergy, who are ſenſible 
moderate men, and they are much in my eſteem; 
they have no idea that fighting for religion is any 
chriſtian dutv, nor will they urge it as a duty in 

C their 
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their ſermons to any one. They know the king- 
dom they are appointed to promote is not of this 
world. If it were of this world, then would its 
fervants fight, and then only. 


Bur what my Lord, can be more ſhocking to 
the feelings of yourſelf and every follower of the 
meek and humble Jeſus, than to read in the 

public papers of laſt week of the Rev. Mr. Kirk, “ 


Vicar 


Extract from the Sun Paper of Augnft 25, 1798. 


On Saturday the 11th inſtant the Third Weſt York Regiment of 
Militia, commanded by Lord Harewood, received their Colours at 
Scarborough.—The four companies at head-quarters were drawn up 
on the exerciſe ground on the Caſtle Hill, and having formed a hollow 
ſquare, the Colours were unfurkd and confecrated by the Rev. Mr. 
Karx, Vicar of Scarborough, by the following Prayer of dedication : 


[1 a « O Lord God Omnipotent, without whoſe aid the multitude of 

ith am hoſt and all the inſtruments of war are bat weak and vain ; continue, 

nn we entreat thee, thy ſpecial grace and mercy to this land and kingdom, 
4 to which we belong. Bleſs and preſerve from every danger our right- 

| ful Sovereign, our Queen, and every branch of his illuſtrious line; 
4 and grant that his reign may be long and glotious. Dire& his Coun- 

| cils, and inſpire all who have the management of our national concerns, 
1 with ſuch true wiſdom, piety, and zeal for the common good, that | 
their endeavours may tend to promote thy glory, and the „ 


nn wo 
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Vicar of Scarborough, ſurrounded by a large body 


ſoldiers, (of men armed with inſtruments of 
death and ſlaughter men trained to the art of 


deſtroying their fellow creatures) holding a pair 
of 


CD 


and eſſential intereſts of this nation. We beſeech thee ill to go forth 
with our Fleets and Armies. Look graciouſly upon all thoſe aſſembled 
here before thee, who now lift up their banners in thy name, and 
inplore thy bleſſing and protection in the righteous cauſe, in which, 
AS a nation, we are at this time engaged—the cauſe of thee, O God, 
aur Country, and our King. Before thee, O Lord, we diſplay theſe 
ſtandards, and with the profoundeſt reverence, conſecrate and dedicate 
them to thy ſervice and to thy glory. And may we all exert our 
utmoſt efforts for the protection of our Holy Religion, and whatever 
elſe is, or ought to be, dear to us as a Chriſtian people. Save and 
deliver us, we humbly beſeech thee, from our remorſeleſs enemies, 
who have ſpread deſolation wherever they have erected their ſtandard ; 
«© abate their pride, aſſuage their malice, and confound their devices. 
And, O thou, that “ ſtilleſt the rage of the ocean, and the tumult of 
the people, haſten, we entreat thee, the glorious time when the world 
ſhall be delivered, by thy mercy, from the ſcourge of war, and of civil 
inſurrection; * when nation ſhall not lift up ſword againſt nation, 
and they ſhall not learn war any more.” —Grant this, O Heavenly 
Father, and whatever elſe is expedient for us, for the ſake, and through 
the merits, ct thy dear Son Jeſus Chriſt our Lord; beneath the ſacred 
banner cf whoſe croſs enable us all mantully to contend againſt fin, 
the world, and the Devil; and zealouſly to approve ourſelyes faithful 
foldiers and krvants to our lives end. Amen.“ 
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of colours in his hands, and thus addreſſing the 
Deity, (whoſe darling attributes are mercy and 
compaſſion:) * Before thee, O Lord, we diſplay 
theſe ſtandards, and with the profoundeſt reve- 


rence conſecrate! (Oh horrid) conſecrate and 


dedicate them to thy ſervice and to thy glory! 
And may we all (ſoldiers, ſinners, and all) MA 
WE ALL exert our utmoſt endeavours for the pro- 
tection of our holy Religion, and whatever elſe 
is or ought to be dear fo us (Query does he 
include the Vicarage of Scarborough?) as a 
chriſtian people. (Of this I ſuppoſe every ſoldier 
is to be a ſufficient judge.) Grant this, O hea- 
venly Father, through the merits of thy dear Son 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord.” 


Is this, my Lord, in the ſpirit of that Religion 
you uphold ?—impoſlible !—Raſh impious mor- 
tal! thou conſecrator of human ſlaughter—put a 
turban on thy head, and never look into any 
book but the Koran ; for thou art a diſciple oh 
Mahomet and not of Chriſt. Weak man! does 
the Almighty want thy efforts, the ſervices of a 
worm, to advance his glory, or promote the inte- 


reſt of that kingdom, which he himſelf hath ſet 
up 
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up againſt all the powers of the earth, and which 
he has declared ſhall never be deſtroyed? Be 
not deceived; God cannot be thus mocked. 
If all the eſtabliſhments on earth fail, Chriſtianity, 
we are aſſured from the higheſt authority, will 
remain (in its native purity and ſimplicity) to the 
end of the world. 


AND it is not the efforts of a Kirk of this 
century, nor a Kirk of the laſt century, nor the 
efforts of a hundred thouſand Kirks that can 
in this manner effectually ſerve Chriſtianity. It 
muſt be ſomething different from Chriſtianity that 
he 1s ſo earneſt to defend, though that 1s made 
the oſtenſible object—the ſtalking horſe. 


* SURELY we are gone back to the days of 
Peter the hermit——and this, my Lord, is another 
cauſe of the declining influence of the Clergy ; 
their being, generally ſpeaking, ſuch abettors of 
this unhappy war. Men whoſe profeſſed bufi- 
neſs is to preach peace on carth, and good will 
to men, to uſe ſuch a ſenſeleſs phraſe as fighting 
tor Religion, and on any occaſion, conſecrate 


enfigns of tar, It is a groſs offence to the feel- 
ings 
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ings of all unprejudiced men, ſince the Author 
of that Religion has ſo frequently“ and ſtrictly 
forbidden it, and ſurely he muſt know all poſſible 
caſes that could ariſe to call for it. 


Mex are ſhaking off their prejudices daily, 
and learning (very properly I think) to judge for 
themſelves—a door is opened that cannot be 


ſhut. They will no longer have that impoſed on 


them for religion, which appears only to be the 
effect of human policy and prieſtcraft, Men will 
no longer be perſuaded that they ſhall periſh 
everlaſtingly, if they do not believe the Athana- 
ſian Creed, Is it not on record + in the debates 
of the Houſe of Commons, and which remains 
uncontroverted ; that many of the thirty-nine 
articles (which are a human compoſition) are con- 
trary to the Scriptures, and ſhocking to rational 
Chriſtians —aſlertions, the juſtneſs of which, many 
of your own bench, my Lord, have been known 


to 
— 


„ Put up thy ſword, for all they that take the ſword, ſhall periſh 
with the ſword. I fay unto you, reſiſt not evil.” Ye know not what 


ſpirit ye are of; (when ſome wanted to command fire from heaven upon 
their adverſaries, ) 


+ Feb, 6, 1772. 
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to acknowledge, in times of greater tranquillity, 


and which none on the bench to this day can 
ſeriouſly deny? 


Txt oppoſition of the great men of the State 
to new opinions is not always a proof of their 
fallacy. The greateſt character that ever ap- 
peared on earth, met with the greateſt oppoſition, 
from the Sanhedrim, and from the chief prieſts 
and elders. They had the fame cry then as they 
have now. No innovation! let us have no in- 
novation! There was one honeſt man, however, 
amongſt them, who gave them very good advice, 
which I wiſh our Biſhops and great men would 
likewiſe follow.* Peter and the Apoftles were 
going to be proſecuted with the utmoſt venge- 
ance of the law, and perhaps with a vigour 
beyond the law, for ſaying things that offended 
the eſtabliſhment; and in this, the world does not 


ſeem much changed, for the ſame practice goes 
on to this day. 


REMEMBER, 
— 9 


„uf men of Iſrael take heed what ye intend to do as touching 
theſe men, &c. if this counſel be of men, it will come to nought, but 


if it be of God, ye cannot overthrow it, and ye will be found fighing 
againſt God. - Acts v. 34. 
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REMEMBER, my Lord, the ſame objections 
you urge againſt Diſſenters, were urged once 
againſt you, before the reformation, when you 
yourſelves were the Diſſenters, and abuſed as the 
broachers of new opinions. Your Lordſhip 


knows this too well to need my ſaying any more 
on the ſubject. 


My Lord, I will tell you another ſtory that falls 
in pat with the preſent argument :— 


Wuxx the King of Pruſſia made his firft 
expedition into Sileſia, a little Proteſtant ham- 
let, which was near a Roman Catholic village, 
came to his Majeſty, and with all poſſible humi- 
lity begged permiſſion to kill all the inhabitants 
of the ſaid village. The King conſidered: the 
deputies, whilit they were ſpeaking, with very 
ſerious attention. Pray, Gentlemen, ſaid he, as 
ſoon as they had finiſhed, if that Roman Catholic 
village, which ſo offends you, were to ſolicit per- 
miſſion of me to murder you, would you thin< 
it juſt in me to ſuffer them? Oh, gracious Sove- 
reign, replied the deputies, the cafe is exceed 
ingly different WE are the true Church. 

THE 
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Taz force of prejudice, my Lord, is very 
great, you know, upon the minds of ſome.men, 


who, in the common affairs of life, may be, in 
every other reſpect, good and amiable. 


HALL, the hiſtorian, relates, that he himſelf 
knew one Pavier, the Town-Clerk of London, 
who, though in the main a well meaning inoffen- 
five man, had entertained ſuch a horrid idea of 
the holy Goſpels being tranſlated and read in the 
Engliſh tongue, that he heard him, as he was 
ſtanding by with others of his acquaintance, 
ſwear with a great oath, that if he thought that 
the King's Highneſs would do ſuch a thing as to 
ſet forth the Scriptures in the vulgar tongue, and 
let it be read of the people by his authority, 
rather than he would live to ſee it, he would cut 
his own throat. And the next year, when the 
King's order came forth for that purpoſe, he 
deſtroyed himſelf. | 


Tux people at large are likewiſe often, for a 
time, under the ſame delufions. When Henry 
the Eighth reformed the religion ſo far as to 
admit no more than three ſacraments, (Baptiſm, 
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————— 
Marriage, and the Lord's Supper,) inſtead of 


ſeven, and alſo ftruck out ſome of the Saints” 
Days occurring in harveſt time; the inhabitants 
of the Northern Counties (ſays Hall, a contem- 
porary writer) roſe in vaſt numbers, and formed a 
rebellion, uſing theſe words, ! See, friends! they 
have taken away four of the Sacraments from us, 
and ſhortly we ſhall have the other three taken 
away, and thus all the faith of the Holy Church 
ſhall be fupprefſed, and utterly aboliſhed. —-Let 
us fight, my friends, to the laſt drop of our blood 
to maintain religion, hereby thinking (ſays Hall) 
that they were doing God ſervice.” —And pray, 
how far different is the common cry at this 
time ? 


Bur why, my Lord, ſhould you be ſo alarmed 
at the encreaſe of the Difſenters ?—They leave 
your Church in the peaceable poſſeſſion of all 
their emoluments.— They will not diſturb you, 
if you do not diſturb them. Are they not Chriſ- 
tians, as well as yourſelves, and full as diligent 
to approve themſelves the faithful followers of 
Jeſus Chriſt ? 


Wars 
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Wren Infidelity and Vice are ſtalking abroad 
without controul, and attacking Religion on every 
ſide, is it a time to ſhew your jealouſy of them ? 
Be a little more liberal towards them, my Lord ; 
on this important ground, they are your friends 
and fellow-labourers, 


IT is too much the faſhion and cuſtom for the 
Dignitaries of your Church to abuſe us every now 
and then, and when any miſchief happens, to 
attribute it to us; juſt as a favored child in a 
family will lay the blame of its own pranks upon 
its younger brothers and ſiſters. 


Txt late Archbiſhop of York (Dr, Drum- 
mond) was ſo illiberal as to abuſe us in the 
Houſe. of Lords, when we petitioned for our 
rights, by ſaying we were men of cloſe ambi- 
tion—What anſwer did my Lord Chatham give 
him? * They are ſo, my Lord,” ſaid he, and 
their ambition is to keep cloſe to the college 
« of Fiſhermen, not of Cardinals; to keep cloſe 
eto the doctrines of the inſpired Apoſtles, not to 
the decrees of intereſted and aſpiring Biſhops. 
They contend for a ſpiritual creed, and a 

D 2 „ Chriſtian 
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* Chriſtian worſhip—We have a Calviniſtic 
creed, a Popiſh liturgy, and an Armenian 
« clergy. The Reformation has laid open the 
« ſcriptures to all men. Let not the Biſhops ſhut 
e them again, by ſubſtituting forms of their own 
* creation, in the room of the holy ſcriptures.” 


Wrar was Paul's conduct at Corinth, when 
ſeveral ſets made their appearance there in his 
Church, ſome of which (Diſſenters) drew away 
his hearers? Was he alarmed or jealous on 
that occaſion? No! © It hath been declared 
unto me, ſays he, that there are diviſions 
(ſectaries) among you. One of you faith I am 
of Paul, another of Apollos, another of Peter, 
another of Chriſt Is Chriſt then divided, or 
was it Paul that was crucified for you, or were 
ye baptized only in the name of Paul?—Are ye 
not carnal , when ye thus ſpeak? Who is Paul, 
and who is Apollos, but miniſters of the ſame 
Goſpel, by whom ye believe? I have planted, 
and Apollos has watered, but (after all) it is 
God that muſt give the encreaſe. Are ye not 
all of God's huſbandry, and we preachers, all 
labourers together for God? For other (per- 

manent) 


21 
— —— —äẽ— — 


manent) foundation can no man lay, than that 
which is laid in Chriſt Jeſus.— For the times 
ſhall try them, and if any man's work abide, he 
ſhall receive compenſation,” &c. &c. As they 
agreed with him in the eſſentials, he was ſatisfied. 
As he was convinced they loved the truth, and 
were miniſters of the ſame Goſpel as himſelf, he 
did not meddle with them. The particular merit 
or demerit he left for the world to try and prove. 


THe right of private judgment, my Lord, he 
knew was eſſential to be maintained, and he 
had charity for all thoſe who differed from him. 
« The right of individuals, (ſays Dr. J. Jebb,) 
to judge and act for themſelves in matters of a 
religious nature, 1s a right of ſo important a 
kind, that no zeal can be too fervent, which 
aims at its eſtabliſhment; and no indignation 
can be too ſevere, which is manifeſted againſt 
thoſe who impiouſly invade it. I reſign to the 
Magiſtrate the power of avenging thoſe wrongs 
which I ſuffer from men of like paſſions with 
myſelf; and my liberty, my trueſt liberty, con- 
ſiſts in my ſubmiſſion to thoſe equal laws, which, 

| without 
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without reſpect of perſons, guard my property, 
my reputation, and my life. 


« But when I direct my views to future hap- * 
pineſs, I look not to the perſon of the magiſtrate 
for information and advice; he is a weak, frai}, 
ignorant, erring mortal, like myſelf. I therefore, 
in ſuch a caſe, look up to the tremendous Majeſty 
of Heaven, and humbly confide in that word, 
which the Almighty hath thought proper to 
reveal. I ſearch with my own eyes, and with 
my own underſtanding, and with earneſt ſolici- 
tude, for that truth, in the diſcovery of which I 
am ſo immediately concerned; and as the power 
of the greateſt Monarch upon earth cannot 
deliver me from the dominion of the grave, I 


will, in religious matters, bow to him alone, 
who alone is Lord of life and death.” 


Tux motto of my book, though written a 
hundred years ago, is by no means inapplicable 
to the preſent times. I have no doubt but that, 
if we had ſome good rich benefices to give away, 


we ſhould have many of your Clergy join us. 
Nay, 
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Nay, if we could give him a thouſand a year 
more than he now has, I would venture a ſmall 
wager, that Dr. Horſley himſelf, the great Cham- 
pion of the Church, might turn his artillery 
againſt thoſe very doctrines he appears now ſo 
earneſt to maintain. 


Er, my Lord, I ſhould be very ſorry to ſee 
any ſect of Diſſenters eſtabliſhed upon the ruins 
of your Church. Hiſtory too tatally points out 
that the ſpirit of man leads thoſe who think 
they have been oppreſſed, to oppreſs in their 
turn. I want to ſee party fpirit deſtroyed, by 
a liberality of ſentiment toward thoſe who under- 
ſtand the Scriptures differently from ourſelves. 
If your Church had been more attentive to have 
reformed its own errors, its corruptions, and incon- 
ſiſtencies, and in due time to have enlarged its 
pale, ſo as to have received from time to time the 
good and conſcientious of every denomination of 
Chriſtians,* you would have had no reaſon to 

complain 


— 


* Was it even good policy, to ſhut out from your Church ſuch 
zxcellent and worthy men as Henry, Watts, Doddridge, Grove, Chandler, 
land, 
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complain of the growth of the Diſſenters, nor 
for your preſent fears. But as it now ſtands, 
even if Paul the Apoſtle were on earth, and 
attempted to preach in any Cathedral in England, 
he would be liable to be turned out and puniſhed. 
You know he could never ſubſcribe the thirty- 
nine articles. 


Evzxr man of the leaſt humanity muſt be 
ſhocked at the enormities committed in France, 
and deplore the deſtruction of ſo many good 
men ; but it is the opinion of many that there is, 
even now, as much real vital religion in France 
as there has been theſe hundred years. When 
the true religion was overthrown in Judea, by 
Ahab; all her prieſts murdered, idolatry eſta- 
bliſhed, and the faithful perſecuted every where; 
the holy prophet Elijah ſunk into deſpair, and 

thought 


Leland, Abernethy, Pierce, Hallet, Duchal, Lowman, Lardner, 
Taylor, Orton, Fownes, Furneaux, Jebb, &c. &c. The ftrength 
and duration of the Roman Empire was greatly owing to their ſelecting 
from their enemies, after peace was made, all the men eminent for 
their courage and virtue; admitting them to the privileges of Roman 
Citizens, and then advancing them to poſts of eminence, 
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thought himſelf the only one left, that had not 


forſaken the God of their fathers; but was it not 
revealed to him, by the Searcher of all hearts, 
that there were more than ſeven thouſand, who, 
notwithſtanding the dangers of the times, had in 
no inftance, bowed the knee to Baal? Let us not 
then, my Lord, ſorrow (in theſe awful times) 
as thoſe without hope. The Chriſtian Religion 
is of that heavenly temper, which is not to be 
hurt by danger and perſecution. It has always 
flouriſhed beſt and pureſt in ſuch times, and he 
that firſt planted it, watches over it, and will pre- 
ſerve it to the end of the world. 


T have the Honor, 


And the pleaſure to remain, 


Your Lord/hip's humble ſervant, 


Saliſbury, | H 0 W. 


SEPTEMBER 11, 1792, 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


— 


Ir I have made any obſervations in this 
Letter which are not applicable to your Lord- 
ſhip's Charge, you will pleaſe to attribute it to 
the circumſtance of your not having favoured 
the public with an authentic copy of it. 


